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Directorate was a more exalted and powerful position, I am.
afraid he felt wounded by the change."1
Thus it happened that late one night of July 1917 Carson and
his household were awakened by a messenger from Downing
Street who bore a letter from the Prime Minister. It was couched
in the most effusively flattering terms. Carson's sagacity and
courage must be no longer dissipated nor his health impaired in
the cares of administration; his undivided assistance and sup-
port were required in the " more exalted and powerful position
of the War Directorate." The Prime Minister had therefore
decided to appoint Sir Eric Geddes to succeed him at the
Admiralty and begged Carson to take a seat in the War Cabinet.
It was an appeal to Carson's patriotism and sense of duty
which the Prime Minister knew well how to make, and which
Carson, whatever suspicions may have assailed his mind, was
in no position to resist. He left the Board with a regret that was
mutual, for he had come to know and love both Admiralty and
Navy, and they reciprocated his regard.
War Memoirs, p. 1177.